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[Editor’s note: When Harriet May
Savitz sent this column from her imag-
inary frog series, I usually read, laugh
and file them. But this one was just so
apropos for our November Hurricane
issue. — Anita Finley]

Are you certain you have the right
house?” I asked the truck driver as he
deposited the load of hay in my drive-
way.

“This is your address?” he asked as
he showed me the order form. I could
not disagree.

As he pulled away from my street,
I realized the reason he could leave the
hay in my driveway was because there
was no car there. As there had been the
night before. Instead, I noticed it parked
across the street.

I turned to the garage as the mys-
tery deepened. Where once there had
been two large doors, there were now
two gates that opened and closed. I did
not have to wait long for the mystery
to be solved.

Tillie appeared from the garage, rid-
ing a horse down my driveway to
where I stood.

“You can’t be serious,” I said. Hav-
ing lived with her for as long as I did,
I scarcely knew what she was think-
ing from moment to moment. Or what
she was doing.

“Of course I’m serious,” she respond-
ed, straightening her yellow cowboy
hat. “While you were sleeping I reno-
vated the garage. I brought my horse in
last night while you were snoring your
head off. Wanted to surprise you.”

Tillie could be very industrious
when she wanted to, but this time she
had gone too far. “I have a surprise for
you too, Tillie,” I said between clenched
teeth. “My car better be just where that

horse is standing when I come back
outside.”

“Wait a minute,” Tillie waved her
hat at me.” “Please don’t yell and get
this horse upset. She’s the best thing
that happened to us. If you treat her
right, I’ll let you use her when she’s
available.”

The horse and I were staring into
each other’s eyes as if neither of us
could believe our predicament.

“Don’t you get it?” Tillie bent down
so that she was resting on the horse’s
eyebrows. I noticed she was wearing
the new false eyelashes she had pur-
chased on e-Bay. “Never again will we
have to pay for gasoline. We are free
at last. Prices go up. And up And up.
Will we care? I know a place to get
horse grub cheap. All the hay and horse
food we need. I got contacts. No more
waiting in line at gas stations. No beg-
ging. No being dependent. Just the
horse and us,” Tillie approached me.
“Come on. Get up here and let’s take
a spin around the block.”

“The police will never allow it,” I
told Tillie with all the authority I could
muster at the time. “We will be locked
up as soon as they see us.”

“I checked already. There is no or-
dinance forbidding a toad to own a
horse in this town. Or to use one for
transportation.” Tillie wore a smirk on
her face. “I put the horse in my name.
You’re off the hook.”

I stood there for a long moment star-
ing at my car. It had just cost me $25
to fill up my gas tank when only a week
ago it had been $15. Not only did I
have to worry about terrorism and hur-
ricanes destroying the oil market, I had
to be concerned whether I could afford
to do my daily errands as I usually did.

Once offering me so much pleasure,
now I felt my car a responsibility I
could no longer afford. And yet what
choice did I have?” Tillie sat there play-
ing her harmonica, offering me anoth-
er choice. 

As if reading my mind, she bent
down and swept me up into the saddle.
“Ride em cowboy,” I shouted as we
tore out of the driveway and up the
street.

Past every gas station in town.
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“Representing Investors for Over 20 Years”

Stockbroker 
Problems?

The market “break” of
October 1987 has all to-
day’s investors worrying
about the risk of holding
equities. But the Dow and
S&P have not declined
much, you say. You should
understand that the Dow
and S&P 500 indices are
compromised of large cap
growth stocks and fluctu-
ates in value considerably
month to month even if it
appears it has not moved
year to year.

Seniors who rely upon a predictable
income stream must allocate a small
portion of their portfolio to growth.
In light of probable currency infla-
tion, a significant portion should be
placed into an inflation-protected se-
curity such as TIPS.

Since the Merrill Lynch rule ap-
pears to prevent the brokerage firms

from offering advice except,
as is “incidental” to their
brokerage services, seniors
who want professional in-
vestment advice apparent-
ly must now move to Reg-
istered Investment Advisors
if they want accountability
for Financial Planning Ser-
vices. Then, hopefully they
won’t need to worry about
another October (or Novem-
ber) Surprise.

Howard M. Rosenfield is an attorney spe-
cializing in arbitration and mediation for
investors who have a dispute with their broker
and/or brokerage firm. He is a member of the
Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association
(PIABA) and can be contacted by calling1-
800-637-3243. 
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Another October Surprise?

A handy website offers free tips for consumers—
tips that could mean big savings on your annual
taxes and help you stretch each paycheck. Visit
www.nationalpayrollweek.com and get tips to
help give yourself a raise this year.   — NAPS

Cigarettes can contribute
to sending your health

up in smoke. — NAPS
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